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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Pilot of school Rooms web portal EXTENDED STATEWIDE

Online interface will give school libraries access to expanded resources for K-12 curriculum

(GEORGETOWN, Delaware) August 30, 2007 — Governor Ruth Ann Minner announced today that the Division of Libraries will extend its pilot program of the SchoolRooms learning portal statewide, giving public school students in Delaware access to expanded online resources built around the K-12 curriculum. 


“This is an excellent example of what we can do for our students as a result of collaboration between state government, our public schools, public libraries, and the University of Delaware. By working together, we are strengthening our educational resources and improving accessibility for our students, teachers, and parents,” said Governor Minner, who spoke at Sussex Technical High School Library, where the SchoolRooms learning portal was first tested. 


Created by SirsiDynix, SchoolRooms is a web interface that allows students, teachers and parents to access information on various content areas at the elementary, middle school and high school levels. The “Best of Web” content was selected, reviewed and certified by teachers and librarians. Pulled from more than 23,000 websites, the content is crawled and indexed by subject, making it easy to search and find information for any school project through a single web interface.


“Whether students are working from a computer in their school library, at home, or at the public library, they can tap into the SchoolRooms web portal to search for information that is relevant to what they’re learning in the classroom,” explained Annie Norman, director of the Division of Libraries (DDL). “They don’t have to figure out where to begin searching, they just open the SchoolRooms portal, name the topic they want, and the interface does the rest.”


In Delaware, SchoolRooms will also offer access to more than two dozen online databases, journals and encyclopedias that are already provided to public school libraries through the University of Delaware’s UDLib/SEARCH program, which is funded by the Delaware Department of Education. UDLib/SEARCH staff will also provide database training to teachers and librarians that will include SchoolRooms during their regular in-service training sessions throughout the year. Participation will be voluntary; schools can decide if they want to try the new interface or not.


“We’re pleased to be part of this collaboration with the Division of Libraries and the Department of Education,” said Sandra Millard, assistant director of libraries at the University of Delaware and program director of UDLib/SEARCH. “It will enable us to make the most of our existing resources and dramatically expand what libraries can offer in the future. Most importantly, it will give students a much more user-friendly way to search all of these resources at once.”


The SchoolRooms pilot is part of a DDL initiative to expand library resources statewide, make the most of library spending through collaborative collection development, and provide a seamless information landscape for students. The state took a major step toward these goals with last year’s launch of the Delaware Library Catalog, an online resource that includes the collections of 32 public libraries. 


All public libraries in Delaware, including school libraries, are invited to join the Delaware Library Catalog. In addition to piloting the SchoolRooms program, Sussex Tech became the first school library to be integrated into the Delaware Library Catalog. This immediately expanded their collection from 8,000 items to more than 1 million. With free delivery, students are now able to go online, request an item from any of the 32 participating libraries, and pick it up from their own school library within a matter of days.  


During the pilot of SchoolRooms, those who join the Delaware Library Catalog will be able to use the new interface to access everything — the 23,000 websites chosen for K-12 students, all of the databases in UDLib/SEARCH, and the collections of 32 libraries (and growing) in the Delaware Library Catalog — from a single web portal.


Visit the Delaware Library Catalog at www.lib.de.us. To learn how your school library can participate in SchoolRooms or join the Delaware Library Catalog, call (302) 739-4748.
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