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“LIVING LEGEND” NIKKI GIOVANNI TO APPEAR IN WILMINGTON, FEB. 6

World-renowned poet’s new collection of love poems ends with Virginia Tech tragedy

(DOVER, Delaware) January 19, 2009 — World-renowned poet Nikki Giovanni will appear in Wilmington as part of the book tour for her new collection of love poems, Bicycles, at 5:30 p.m. on Friday, February 6, at the Wilmington University auditorium in New Castle.

“Off the Page: An Evening with Nikki Giovanni” will be presented by Delaware Center for the Book partners, the Delaware Division of Libraries and Wilmington University Library. The event will feature a 45-minute poetry reading and writing conversation by Giovanni, followed by a 15-minute Q&A session, and a one-hour book signing. 

Giovanni, 65, is the author of 27 books, including the seminal Black Feeling Black Talk/Black Judgment, first published in 1968, and Rosa, a children’s picture book about civil rights legend Rosa Parks. A poet, writer, activist, mother and educator, Giovanni was dubbed the “Princess of Black Poetry” early in her career. After three decades of publishing and lecturing, she has come to be called both a “national treasure” and one of Oprah Winfrey’s 25 “Living Legends.” She has won numerous achievement, humanitarian and recognition awards, most recently being honored as the first recipient of the Rosa Parks Woman of Courage Award. 

Giovanni’s newly-released Bicycles is a companion to her 1997 Love Poems, a classic that expressed notions of love in unexpected ways. Bicycles opens and closes with two tragedies: The August 2006 shooting of a police officer and security guard by a smug and callous 23 year-old named William Morva, and the April 2007 massacre of 32 students and teachers by another 23-year-old, this one a mentally unbalanced student at Virginia Tech, where Giovanni has been a professor for the past 21 years and had the shooter in her class. 

In between the two poems that portray these tragedies, Giovanni raps, writes and rhapsodizes about the love and joys of life, the things that give us balance in between the heartache and loss. Giovanni says she has endured her share of sadness and pain—in addition to the tragedies in Blacksburg she also recently lost her mother and sister—and has earned the right to be an honest writer; to be “emotionally indulgent.”

“We are thrilled to be hosting one of America’s most widely-read poets, whose words reach out to us all in both powerful and gentle ways,” said Annie Norman, director of the Division of Libraries. “It is an honor for Delaware to be included on Nikki Giovanni’s book tour, and we expect to welcome her with an audience of devoted fans as well as many people who will be enjoying her poetry for the first time.”

This event is open to the public at no cost. Seating is limited on a first-come, first-served basis. The Wilmington University auditorium is located at 320 DuPont Highway, New Castle.
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