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DE COUNCIL ON LIBRARIES TO HOST DELAWARE LIBRARY SUMMIT, DEC. 10

Public invited to offer input on the future development of Delaware library services

(DOVER, Delaware) November 17, 2008 — The Delaware Council on Libraries will host the Delaware Library Summit on Wednesday, December 10, at Dover Downs, to report on the results of planning studies conducted and to identify next steps in developing library services in support of health, economic development, and lifelong learning and education.




“Delaware libraries offer so much more than books,” said Theo Loppatto, Delaware Council on Libraries Summit Planning Chair. “Our mission and capabilities are literally leaping off the page in exciting new directions. We’re connecting people and communities with opportunity and information to help them develop knowledge in all areas of their lives. In doing so, libraries are empowering people to reach their full potential. In convening this summit, we will explore some key areas where libraries can further expand opportunities for all Delawareans.”


The Delaware Library Summit will take place from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.  It will feature:

· A Health Information Panel, where health librarians and representatives from the medical community will review best practices in health resources and support provided by libraries across the country.
· An Economic Development Panel, which will compare the use of library resources in Delaware, Maryland and Pennsylvania, and how Delaware’s libraries can enhance their collections and resources to support community and economic development.
· A Lifelong Learning and Education Panel, which will explore topics including professional development and workforce development, support for informal learning to achieve potential and the vital role that school and academic librarians play in education. 

Following the panel discussions, moderators will help participants identify key priorities and action steps. 


“This is an opportunity for the public to get involved in the future direction of our Delaware libraries, and to show the important role that libraries can play in supporting economic development, health, and lifelong learning and education initiatives for our state in the coming years,” said Annie Norman, State Librarian. 


There is no charge to attend the summit, though donations for Friends of Delaware Libraries are accepted and registration is required. To register, contact the Division of Libraries at events@lib.de.us. 
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