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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AVOID “summer setback” with summer reading
Division of Libraries promotes statewide program to keep kids reading all summer long

(DOVER, DEL) 2008 — Schools out, and it’s time to read.  Yes, that’s the message from the Delaware Division of Libraries (DDL) and local libraries statewide that are participating in the Summer Library Reading Program called “Catch the Reading Bug.”


“Our goal is to keep kids reading all summer long so they can avoid summer setback, said Marie Cunningham, senior librarian at DDL. “Children who don’t read over the summer months often have a setback in their reading level that may take the first month or two of school to gain back.”

While the theme of this year’s Summer Library Reading Program focuses on bugs, children may read books on any subject, fiction or non-fiction.   Each Summer Library Reading Program participant receives a reading log to keep track of the amount of time spent reading and a list of the titles of the books.  Some libraries set a goal for the amount of time spent reading, while others set the goal for the number of books read.


Young children who can’t read yet can get credit for books that are read to them by a parent, grandparent, or, better yet, an older sibling.  What a great way to encourage both children to read!

Children who complete the program receive a free book provided by Delaware Division of Libraries, and a certificate signed by the Governor, Lt. Governor, and their local librarian. 


In addition to a variety of activities unique to each library’s Summer Reading Program, Delaware Division of Libraries and Delaware Division of the Arts have teamed up to provide two programs this year.  Storyteller, Gary Lloyd, performs “Come Into My Parlor, Please?” and John Hadfield performs his original songs mixed with his unique bag of tricks.  Performances will be held at public libraries statewide.   

Many libraries also offer a teen component, called “Metamorphosis.”

For more information about the Summer Library Reading Program and a schedule of events, contact your local library. For information on public libraries in your area, call the Division of Libraries at (302) 739-4748 or (800) 282-8696.

