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For more information contact, Sandra Burton, Energy Efficiency Coordinator, Delaware Energy Office, 302-739-1530 or Melanie Rapp, Public Affairs Office, 302-739-9902.

Ceremony Kicks Off Delaware Energy An$wers Program
Delaware’s New Energy Efficiency Program Will Provide Financial Incentives to Residents and Businesses


Today, September 25, Governor Ruth Ann Minner officially unveiled the Delaware Energy An$wers Program at a special ceremony at the Dover Public Library. The program, made possible by Governor Ruth Ann Minner and the Delaware General Assembly, provides answers to the rising cost of electricity for citizens and businesses in the state.


“I am pleased to announce a new program that will focus our resources and our citizens on a path of energy efficiency,” said Governor Minner. “The Delaware Energy An$wers Program provides cash incentives for energy efficient projects that will not only help reduce electricity costs, but also conserve energy and protect the environment. By offering incentives, we reduce the costs of new energy-saving products and measures and encourage energy efficiency.” 

To kickoff the Energy An$wers Program, free compact fluorescent light bulbs will be provided to all Delaware residential electric customers. The free light bulb campaign, “Flip the Switch, Delaware…and Save!” is a partnership between Delaware libraries and DNREC’s 

Delaware Energy Office to distribute the bulbs at libraries throughout the state.  Electric customers will receive a flyer in their mailbox with program information and a coupon for two free compact fluorescent bulbs. Residents can redeem the coupon at any Delaware public library during the month of October.


The fluorescent bulbs, nearly a $10 retail value, use 66% less energy than a standard incandescent bulb. Replacing 60 watt standard bulbs with 13 watt fluorescent bulbs will save at least $24 in energy costs over the life of the bulbs and last 6 times longer.


“October is National Energy Awareness month, so it’s the perfect time to launch the program,” said John A. Hughes, DNREC Secretary. “The free fluorescent bulbs will literally help Delawareans reduce their electric bill. When people use these bulbs, they also conserve energy and reduce harmful air emissions, improving the air that we breathe.” 

"This is a win-win for library users and for Delaware's 35 public libraries.  The program offers our customers a great opportunity to learn more about energy efficiency by accessing the excellent resources that can be found in their local libraries. And because the State will conduct an energy audit of every public library, we hope to turn our libraries into model energy consumers," said Secretary of State Harriet Smith Windsor, whose agency oversees the Delaware Division of Libraries. 
The program consists of three areas – Energy An$wers for Home Appliances, Energy An$wers for Business, and Energy An$wers for Home Performance.

The Delaware Energy An$wers for Home Appliances provides cash incentives to citizens who retire inefficient appliances and replace them with Energy Star appliances and other high efficient products. Rebates totaling up to $500 per home are available for energy-efficient products, such as refrigerators, washing machines, and air conditioners.

Businesses who join the Delaware Energy An$wers for Business program can select from three funding options designed to meet the needs of the individual business, large or small. Grants are provided for energy audits, energy-saving product upgrades, and for measures that maximize energy savings and cost effectiveness. A business may apply for any combination of the options up to $100,000 per facility or up to $200,000 for businesses with 2 or more facilities. 


The Delaware Energy An$wers for Home Performance, available in Spring 2007, will provide cost-share assistance to homeowners who reduce electric and heating fuel costs. Additional incentives will be provided for home energy-efficient upgrades in windows, building insulation, and lighting.

The Delaware Energy An$wers Program is funded by the Energy Efficiency Financial Incentives Act of 2006 which appropriates $8 million for energy efficiency projects.  To be eligible to participate, residential and business electric customers must be located in Delaware. Government facilities and new construction are not eligible for the rebates.


A Delaware Energy An$wers Program brochure and fact sheet provide more information and details on the program.  These can be viewed on the Delaware Energy Office web site, www.Delaware-energy.com or for more information, contact Sandra Burton, Energy Efficiency Coordinator at 302-739-1530 or Sandra.Burton@state.de.us
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